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and beyond – Measuring progress in a changing world. The issue is presented 
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indicators and gross domestic product. 6. Conclusion.
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European Union institutions. The purpose of the reform is to adopt 

States. The Treaty of Amsterdam, which entered into force on 1 May 

1999, amended Article (7) of the Treaty on the European Union and 

-

asures aiming at reinforcing cohesion and environmental protection, 

accomplishing internal market and promoting economic and social 

progress for the peoples of the European Union, including high level 

growth, a high degree of competitiveness and convergence of econo-

life.1

-

impetus. That is why it is important to ask whether the reform of the 

philosophical analyses carried out within the framework of sustaina-

1 Treaty of Amsterdam Amending the Treaty on European Union, the Treaties 

, 
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other research perspective consists in evaluating the conformity of the 

-

this idea in his paper entitled Ecophilosophy – its subject and scope 

presented during the Ninth Polish Congress of Philosophy.2 I do not 

in a separate article, where I attempted to present the arguments sup-

3 There is no need 

to repeat what is argued in that article, apart from the arguments that 

are relevant in the context of the issue examined in this article.

a long-term strategy entitled: 

sustainable and inclusive growth -

2

3 , w: Fi-

, red. 
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despite the fact explicitly mentioned in the title of the document that the 

4

-

to. Unfortunately, usually the reference is limited only to a part of it. 

of technological, structural and ecological limitations on the extent to 

It contains within it two key concepts:

 –

 –

4 Communication from the Commission  – A strategy for smart, su-

stainable and inclusive growth

3:cs (accessed: 14.11.2013)].
5 Our Com-

mon Future, 1987, Part I, No 2, [http://www.un-documents.net/our-common-future.

pdf (accessed: 14.11.2013)].
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development concept, not only emphasizes the philosophical dimension 

-

much attention in contemporary political philosophy. That is what ma-

6

documents/ga/conf151/aconf15126-1annex1.htm (accessed: 14.11.2013)].



80 [6]

philosophy: the normative and the reconstructive one (and in the frame-

which should provide assistance in changing the world. In this sense it 

7 -

cation of theses as regards their strength and the cohesion of supporting 

8

in practical terms, which consists in reconstructing the normative core 

of existing practices and its philosophical premises, on exploring the 

policy, environmental protection and plans concerning political, eco-

-

damental documents in this area, as well as on the strategies, program-

of normative meaning and philosophical premises of any philosophical 

The second task is aimed at evaluating the level of their consistence 

development philosophy.

7

8
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-

pean Union is presented from the perspective of normative variation of 

-

-

EU institutions.

9 

 10. One of the advan-

that are so important due to their capacity to explain the nature of life 

-

9 , w: idem, 

10 , w: -

spektywie nauk humanistycznych, ekonomicznych i ekologii
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That is why it is necessary to emphasize the limitations stemming al-

comparative measures in the area of international relations and sectorial 

these areas and kinds of policy are anthropocentric and, in other words, 

of view constitutes an appropriate perspective for the analyses that are 

the totality of social relationships, the view that man is an individual 

Politics. 

zoon politikon -

mension of Aristotelian approach to human nature, an important aspect 

and man, when he refers to man as animal and when he emphasizes the 



83[9]

11 In addition, the reference to the 

interpretation of notion zoon politikon 

may conclude on dual meaning of human nature social dimension and 

he wants to live well.12

-

of the entities it refers to. Most of all, it covers the areas and the charac-

teristics of the individuals, which concern mainly the material aspects 

of their life, in particular the level of satisfying their needs such as: 

-

-

compares himself with other people he knows, especially with those, 

external circumstances of the non-economic spheres of life. Another 

11 Aristotle, The Politics The Politics of 

Aristotle Polityka, w: 

idem, 

12 -

stwa
13
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factor constitute statistical errors, connected with presenting average 

refers only to the areas and characteristics of human life, which relate 

to spiritual and social development. Among the values that are of sig-

social life, freedom of conscience and freedom of speech, clean envi-

interpersonal relations with family, friends, colleagues, love, affection, 

is why they constitute vital complement of strictly economic measures.

2012 What Money Can’t Buy: The Moral Limits of Markets

-

indicator. In his attempt to defend other, non-market spheres of life from 

non-market areas of life. According to Sandel money repudiates all non-

-market standards from a given area of social reality and transforms the 
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for us.

values (goodness, ideals and standards) that are not worth protecting, 

 

Another theory advocating the need to complement economic data 

with indicators connected with other, non-economic areas of life is the 

-

-

-

rary theories of reasoned choice, which disregards or diminishes the 

importance of differences. The differences referred to in this article 

-

interests and capacities of an individual. That is why he considers that 

reducing one area to another one or reducing all areas to one of them 

-

porary philosophy. It goes well within the stream of culture criticism 

14 M. Sandel, 

15

16 Moralne maksimum, moralne minimum -
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Michael J. Oakeshott and Alasdair MacIntyre. All of the authors men-

and distinctive rationale, which constitutes different criteria of impor-

that transferring criteria from one sphere to another or considering all 

kinds of social reality within the framework of one sphere is wrong, 

loses for the society.

purchasing power, as well as to the relationship to other (individual and 

collective) entities of social life in an attempt to live life that is a source of 

-

racing man’s economic potential, his environment, access to health care, 

the sphere of independence from the state, participating in political life, 

with family, friends, different kind of collectivities, etc. Thus, in order 

-

measures are applied.
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Can we assume in this context that the time has come when we 

carry the information on personal level of satisfaction with one’s life, 

-

-

-
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Theory of Justice

to the conditions that confront him.17

analysing the value of this assumption. Rawls shares the view involved 

18

improvement of the situation of everyone else who has less. According 

to this American philosopher, such solution leads to two conclusions, 

society and cancels the need to hold hedonist account of poor descriptive 

-

individuals.19

-

ing their needs led to the discrediting of the descriptive value of needs 

17 J. Rawls, A Theory of Justice, Oxford UP, Oxford 1999, 81.
18

19
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different reservations made concerning the reference to needs in the 

issues are mostly emphasised: 

1. 

2. changes in individual preferences,

3. adaptational preferences,

4. 

regards considering such plans of life as irrational, which result from life 

that is to say without all that one needs in order to carry out one’s plans.

-

well founded. According to him, our desires do not determine what is 

good for us. -

20

It is connected with long duration of human life, which constitutes the 

process of collecting different experiences. As people change in physical 

and psychical terms and they revise their desires, also something that 

once gave them satisfaction, another day may provoke discomfort or 

a sense of wasted time and effort. The disadvantages of the criticized 

Faust.

20
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Experience 

Machine -

emphasized that in its extreme case, the adaptation to the preferences 

-

state of enslavement, having persuaded himself that he does not desire 

freedom.21

it shows that limiting the estimations to one’s personal situation, without 

preferences are connected with the desire of having at one’s disposal 

the part of resources exceeding the one that is due. Yet, the preferences 

-

to which other individuals are entitled, such as limiting the access of 

women to managerial positions.

-

ction everyone draws from life. On the other hand, one may not accept 

the situation, in which they will uncompromisingly go against general 

each individual must have in order to realize their own life plans without 

21 R. Nozick, 
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-

22 

the technological, political and environmental limitations into account 

when considering the level of satisfying one’s needs.

indicators for Poland.23 In the context of the issue presented in this 

22 , w: -

, red. 

23 

pdf (accessed: 16.07.2013)].
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article, it is important that the CSO study takes into account separate 

character of different spheres of social life. In accordance with common 

the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro (1992), the spheres are divided into 

four domains. Similarly to the document 

Summit, four domains are taken into account: social, economic, envi-

into separate areas. The social domain includes 7 areas, the economic 

indicators. There is no need to include the whole list of indicators in this 

-

-

August 2009 the European Commission issued the Communication 

from the Commission to the Council and to the European Parliament 
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progress in a changing world.24

efforts to overcome the crisis are contingent on adopting new approach 

-

cator used to measure production and has nothing to do with measuring 

inclusion and social progress in general. In addition, it is emphasized 

measures following certain incidents such as accidents and natural 

developing additional indicators for measuring social progress. It also 

and social inclusion, and that focus more closely on the household-level 

as health, education, culture, employment, housing, environmental 

conditions etc. is considered as necessary.

taking place in the world:

1. 

-

2. failures (ex. increasing poverty, increasing criminality, decline 

of natural resources). 

Another step forward at the path of developing the pragmatics of 

24

progress in a changing world, 2011, (2010/2088(INI)) 2012/C 380 E/ http://eur-lex.
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and Social Committee (EESC) of 21 June 2012 on GDP and beyond – 

the involvement of civil society in choosing complementary indicators 

25. The suggestion of involving the citizens into the 

carried out in 2008, in which point 2.3 made reference to the Communi-

cation from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament 

of 20 August 2009.26

-

tors. The survey indicated also that the mistrust towards statistical data 

conducted. It is due to the fact that they experience growing disparity 

-

25 Opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee on GDP and beyond — 

the involvement of civil society in choosing complementary indicators (own-initiative 

14.11.2013)].
26 Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament 

GDP and beyond Measuring progress in a changing world, Commission of the Euro-
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European Parliament of 8 June 2011, the EESC opinion made an attempt 

-

with economic growth. In point 4.4.2. of the opinion, it was assumed 

-

-
27

the conservative one.28

1. 

2. 

3. -

mensional person.

27 Opinion of the European Economic, op. cit..
28 , 
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The philosophical analysis presented with regard to the collection of 

1. complement the indicators with measures relating to non-eco-

2. 

3. 

4. -

According to the analysis presented here, the implications of techno-

logical, political and ecological limitations for the level of satisfying the 

of life investigations.

The analyses performed from the point of view of reconstructive and 

-

Arystoteles, Polityka -

, w: 

w perspektywie nauk humanistycznych, ekonomicznych i ekologii, 
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Communication from the Commission  – A strategy for 

smart, sustainable and inclusive growth, European Commission, 

103:cs].

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the Euro-

pean Parliament GDP and beyond Measuring progress in a chan-

ging world

European Parliament resolution of 8 June 2011 on GDP and beyond – 

Measuring progress in a changing world, 2011, [2010/2088(INI)] 

-

, 

w: -

Nozick R., 

Opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee on GDP and 

beyond — the involvement of civil society in choosing complemen-

tary indicators
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-

wadzenie

, 

w: -

skiemu w darze
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